126                    ELEMENTARY METEOROLOGY.

at times entirely intercepting the direct rays of the sun
and moon, and presenting the appearance of a uniform
sheet overspreading the sky.

It is in cirro-stratus that the optical phenomena,
which we have already mentioned., haloa, mock suns
arid mock moons, are manifested, and these prove
that cirro-stratus is an ice-cloud. The more common
appearances of coronce, rings or burrs round the moon,
are produced by droplets of water, and appear when
any thin cloud crosses the moon.

For the uniform sheets of which we have spoken,
M. Poey has proposed the name of Pallium,, a
cloak, but this term lias not met with general accep-
tance.

Cirro-cumulus is also a high cloud, though usually
lying at a lower level than the cirrus, from which it
differs in being more globular in form, and consisting
of small detached rounded masses, like a flock of sheep
lying down, or like the markings of a mackerel, whence
the name ' mackerel sky.'

Before leaving the subject of upper clouds altogether
it should be remarked that as clouds are seen at all
levels between the highest cirrus and the lowest stratus,
it is often difficult to determine whether a particular
sheet or layer of cloud belongs to the upper or the lower
system. In such cases the observer will be greatly
assisted by remembering how the clouds have assumed
the shapes he sees, whether by the gradual subsidence
of the higher forms, or by the ascent of the lower
clouds.

We now^epme to the lower clouds.
Stratus is a>. form of cloud about which there has
been a persistent misconception, as there has been  a